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- The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address - 
Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If the period for reply specified above is less than thirty (30) days, a reply within the statutory minimum of thirty (30) days will be considered timely. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period wilt apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133). 

- Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 

Status 

1)D Responsive to communication(s) filed on . 



2a)D This action is FINAL. 2b)M This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 
Disposition of Claims 

4) 13 Claim(s) 1-7.23-27 and 32-36 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) D Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) K Claim(s) is/are rejected. 

7) D Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) D Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) D The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10) D The drawing(s) filed on is/are: a)D accepted or b)D objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1.85(a). 

1 1) D The proposed drawing correction filed on is: a)D approved b)D disapproved by the Examiner. 

If approved, corrected drawings are required in reply to this Office action. 

12) D The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. 
Priority under 35 U.S.C. §§119 and 120 

13) D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-(d) or (f). 

a)0 All b)D Some*c)D None of: 

1 .□ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. D Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3. Q Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 

application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 

14) S Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 1 9(e) (to a provisional application). 

a) □ The translation of the foreign language provisional application has been received. 

15) D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. §§ 120 and/or 121. 

Attachment(s) 

1) [X] Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 4) □ Interview Summary (PTO-413) Paper No(s). . 



2) □ Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) 5) □ Notice of Informal Patent Application (PTO-152) 

3) K Information Disclosure Statement(s) (PTO-1449) Paper No(s) . 6) □ Other: 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Arguments 

The applicants traverse of the election requirement has been considered. Upon review of the restriction 
requirement made by the Examiner, it was found that Claims 17-22 should have been included in group II 
not group I. The claims of group II and III would indeed require a different search as they are claiming the 
specifics of the compression algorithm used by the Applicant, classified in a different class and subclass. 
Therefore the Restriction is proper and upheld. The Applicant elected the invention of group I, thus group 
I, consisting of claims 1-7, 23-27 and new claims 32-36 have been considered. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that form the basis for 
the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(a) the invention was known or used by others in this country, or patented or described in a printed 
publication in this or a foreign country, before the invention thereof by the applicant for a patent. 

2. Claims 1-7, 23-27, 33, 34, and 36 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(a) as being anticipated by 
Wood et al. 

Claim 1, 23, 33: A system for transmitting data representing a video image, comprising: 

a. a medical test device for generating the video image; (See Wood figure 1 items 12 
and 20.) 

b. a transmitter coupled to the medical test device for receiving and selectively 
distributing data representing the video image; and (See Wood figure 1 item 32 a 
modem is a transmitter.) 

c. one or more remote receivers for communicating with the transmitter and configured to 
receive the data representing the video image from the transmitter. (See Wood abstract) 
claim 23 is further limited to remote control of the device, (See Abstract) 
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Claim 2. The system according to claim 1 wherein the transmitter further comprises a 

compressor configured for compressing the data representing the video image, thereby 
forming a compressed stream of data. (See Wood column 10 lines 7-9) 

Claim 3: The system according to claim 2 wherein the one or more receivers further comprise a 
decompressor configured for returning the compressed stream of data into an 
uncompressed state. (See Wood column 10 lines 7-9 if data is compressed when 
transmitted, a decompressor on the receiving side is inherent.) 

Claim 4: The system according to claim 1 further comprising a recorder device coupled to the 
medical test device and configured for storing the data representing the video image 
generated by the medical test device. (See column 12 line 63 through column 13 line 5) 

Claim 5, 24: The system according to claim 1 wherein the medical test device is one of an 
ultrasound, a sonogram, an echocardiogram, and an angioplastigram. (See Wood 
abstract) 

Claim 6, 25: The system according to claim 1 further comprising a network coupled between the 
transmitter and the one or more receivers for transporting the data representing the video 
image. (See Wood abstract.) 

Claim 7, 26: The system according to claim 6 wherein the network is an Internet Protocol 
network. (See Wood columns 5 and 6.) 

Claim 27, 34: The system according to claim 23 wherein the user remotely controls parameters of 
the plurality of video images including frame rate and frame size. (See column 10 lines 
10-39) 
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Claim 36. A system of claim 33 wherein said control command allows the remote user to start or 
stop the transmission of said video. See column 1 1 , starting and stopping transmission 
of images is an inherent feature. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all obviousness 

rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claim 32 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Wood. 



Claim 32. The system of claim 23, said system further comprising: 

d. a robotic device coupled to said transmitter, wherein said transmitter is configured to 
control said robotic device, and wherein said transmitter is configured to receive control 
commands from said user, and wherein at least one of said video images comprises a 
substantially live video, whereby said remote receiver receives and displays said live 
video substantially in real time, and whereby the remote user can control said robotic 
device with control commands while viewing said live video. See Wood column 1 1 lines 
35-59 wherein Wood teaches that his system is capable of controlling the system 
remotely. While he does say that he needs a pair of hands at the patient location, it is 
clear that the hands are not those of the physician. Thus the physician remotely controls 
the imaging device. The use of a robotic device is interpreted as making the system 
automatic thus not needing a second person. However, case law has previously settled 
that It is not invention to broadly provide a mechanical or automatic means to replace 
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manual activity which can accomplish the same result" In re Rundell . 18 CCPA 1290, 48 



f.28 958, 9 USPQ 220. In this case a robotic arm would accomplish the same result as 



that of a person. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 



5. The following is a quotation of the first paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall contain a written description of the invention, and of the manner and process of 
making and using it, in such full, clear, concise, and exact terms as to enable any person skilled in the 
art to which it pertains, or with which it is most nearly connected, to make and use the same and shall 
set forth the best mode contemplated by the inventor of carrying out his invention. 

6. Claim 35 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, first paragraph, as containing subject matter which was 
not described in the specification in such a way as to enable one skilled in the art to which it pertains, or 
with which it is most nearly connected, to make and/or use the invention. There is no mention of a single 
transmitter containing a plurality of video compressors in the specification. Thus a selection between a 
plurality of compressors by the remote user is impossible within the scope of the current invention. An 
introduction of a transmitter containing multiple compressors would constitute the addition of new matter 
into the specification. For this new matter to be entered, the Applicant must file a CIP of the current 
application. 

Claim 35. A system of claim 33 wherein the transmitter further comprises a plurality of video 
compressors and, wherein said control command allows the remote user to select or 
change the selection of one of the plurality of video compressors to be used by the 
transmitter to process said digitized frames. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner should 
be directed to Charles E Parsons whose telephone number is 703-305-3862. The examiner can normally 
be reached on M-TH 7AM to 5 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, 
Chris Kelley can be reached on 703-305-4856. The fax phone numbers for the organization where this 
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application or proceeding is assigned are 703-872-9314 for regular communications and 703-872-9314 
for After Final communications. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding should be 
directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is 703-305-4750. 



CEP 

February 11, 2003 




